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ST ANNS CHURCH – FOUNDED 3RD OCTOBER 1863 

ST. ANN’S CHURCH.  

At half-past two o’clock a large number of people assembled 

on the site of the new church in St. Well Road, and shortly 

after the appointed hour the ceremony of laying the foundation 

stone commenced. To the Lord Bishop of Lincoln, the Right 

Hon. Earl Manvers, and the Rev. Canon Brooks, was entrusted 

the more prominent part of the ceremonial; Lord Manvers 

having engaged to lay the stone. Amongst those present we 

also noticed;—Colonel Holden, Nuttall Temple; the Hon. and 

Rev. J. V. Vernon, rector of Nuttall; the Rev W. Wyatt, 

incumbent of Sneinton; the Rev. W. J. Mellor. rector Colwick; 

G Beaumont, Esq., jun., Rev. G. Kingdon, F. B. Gill. Esq., E. 

Munk, Esq., W.Gee, Esq, W. Chapman, Esq., Chas. Butlin, 

Esq., Rev, H Daniels Doatata, Rev. T. Wright, Mr. T. Treffry, 

Rev. Wood, Rev. F. Rose, Rev. Mr. Elliott, Mr. Dearden etc.  

The church, of which Mr. B. Clarke the architect, and Messrs. 

Haw and Wood, the builders, consists of nave, 80 ft. by 23 ft. 

6in.; north and south aisles, 80ft by 13 ft; chancel, 22ft by 30ft 

and vestry 14ft 9in by 11ft. It is in the early decorated style, having richly traceried windows each of 

different design. The church will accommodate 800 worshippers. The nave is separated from the aisles by 

moulded arches, supported on circular columns, having richly carved capitals and bases. The chancel arch 

has three clustered vaulting shafts, supported by carved foliage corbels. The channel window is of five 

lights, and of rich design. The west elevation has a double door, divided by a central shaft with carved cap, 

with cusped vessian in the tympanum, and window over it of five lights, richly tranceried. The bell turret is at 

the west end, and contains a crocketed opening for a bell. All the roofs show the timber. The principals are 

arched with traceried panels, and supported on moulded stone corbels. The pulpit and font are of stone, 

end are richly carved. The chancel is enclosed with a dwarf wall and gates, with wrought iron palisading. 

After singing and prayers, and the reading of passages of Scripture - the second chapter of St Paul's 

Epistle to the Ephesians - the process of lowering the stone and spreading the mortar was commenced. In 

the meantime, an elaborate trowel of silver and ivory, bearing the following inscription, was presented to 

Earl Manvers by the Rev. Canon Brook*:—  

Presented By the Building Committee 

TO THE RIGHT HON. EARL. MANVERS 

On occasion of his laying the First Stone of ST. ANN'S CHURCH, IN THE PARISH OF ST. MARY, 

NOTTINGHAM 28TH SEPTEMBER 1868 

After spreading the mortar beneath the stone, and using the mallet and plumb-rule - a formality which 

was....gone through - EARL MANVERS said, - "In the name of the Blessed Trinity - the Father, Son, and 

Holy Ghost - I lay this stone", and after a pause of a second or two his Lordship proceeded, - having laid 

the first stone of this church it is unnecessary to make many observations, for those who are acquainted 

with this (...?....) district know well that there is no place which more requires an additional church. I can 

only say I sincerely hope this church, of which we lay the foundation stone today, will grow with its growth, 

and strengthen with its strength, and that before long we shall see here assembled a host of godly 

worshippers." After this brief address, the doxology was sung. The Bishop of Lincoln then pronounced the 

benediction, and the ceremony concluded. 
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NOTTINGHAM JOURNAL THURS 5TH MARCH 1936 

Nottingham’s “Best” Schools  

Sir,—l notice you are asking tor comments on schools of days now gone by. 

Perhaps the following may be of interest. I attended St. Ann's Church School 1881-

1990 and those days we always prided ourselves that St. Ann's Trinity and All 

Saints* were the three best schools the town. Whether we were correct not is, of 

course,, a matter of opinion and conjecture. The heads during the period I was there 

were: Mr. Wheatley, boys; Miss Baker, girls; Miss Boyce, Infants; and as far as boys 

and girls could judge three very capable heads they were. A few items come to my 

mind which will perhaps seem strange to the present generation. We had a teacher 

on the staff (uncertificated) who also was allowed to and did run a private bakery 

business. Fancy, up at 4 o’clock to see his bakery and then at school 9! Then we 

paid school fees, 4d.. 5d. and 6d per week. What would the present generation think 

of it. Remember a skilled artisan had only about 30s. a week and with three children 

at school had Is. to Is. 6d to pay. Then, again, the three top standard were put 

together and higher and called higher grade. If we had good records and passed our 

examinations, well, we were given a free scholarship for these three years, which I 

obtained and thus saved my parents 9d. per week. But this higher grade school was 

so important that whereas the lower standards had a teacher to themselves we had, 

on becoming “higher grade” one teacher for the three standards, Mr W. H. Cotterill. 

the teacher in question, happily still with us, can vouch for this, and what a popular 

teacher he was - a member of the Notts. C.F.C., finest sprinter in the Midlands, a 

member of the Territorials, or as they were known then, Robin Hoods. Another 

incident that stands out clearly is that we two Jewish boys attending the school and 

we used to envy them, sitting out at Scripture lesson and whilst it was out of school 

hours I had many times a copper or two from their father for lighting their fire on 

Saturday morning. Even yet it passes my comprehension as why he objected to light 

a fire and yet he would be seen later in the day engaged in business. I have in my 

possession a silver medal, marked C.S.E. which means Church School Board. One 

thing remains very fairly with me that though my parents were "Nonconformist; they 

sent me to this school for two reasons one of which was that they were confident 

this school was better than the Board Schools. and of that time I believe they were 

justified in their opinion. We had much interchange with All Saints' and Mr Gaskell 

was almost as familiar as our own head master. Rev. Canon Lewis cannot be left 

out with his hurried manner and his somewhat halting delivery, but, as we know, one 

of the kindliest of men that ever lived. We also have memories of the Rev. F W Paul 

and the Rev. George Bishop visiting us, but what memories these three names 

conjure up. I have no doubt others can add to these few broken memories and 

concluding I may say that had my parents been Churchpeople it is pretty certain I 

would have entered the teaching profession, ARTHUR JUDD, J.P. C.W.S. Director 

23 Teesdale Rd Nottingham  
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